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TAGS: SREF, PFOR, PK, IN, BG 

SUB J : EXCHANGE OF BENGALEES, NON-BENGALEES AND PAK POW'S 
REF: ISLAMABAD 10870 

SUMMARY: PAKS HAVE ASKED UNSYG TP PERMIT USE OF UNHCR 
AIRLIFT IN REPATRIATING PAK POW’S IN INDIA, MOVEMENT OF 
WHICH NOW STYMIED BY INDIAN RAIL STRIKE. GOP ENVISAGES 
CONTINUATION OF AIR I, TFT FOR THIS PURPOSE AFTER MOVEMENT 
OF BENGALEES FROM PAKISTAN TO BANGLADESH IS COMPLETED 
IN FEBRUARY. PAKS CONCERNED THAT "SIMULTANEITY" OF 
THREE-WAY EXCHANGE SPECIFIED BY DELHI AGREEMENT HAS BEEN 
UPSET BY COMPLETE CESSATION POW RETURN FOR PAST TEN DAYS, 
RESULTING IN SHORTFALL OF 8500 IN SCHEDULED REPATRIATIONS 
SO FAR. END SUMMARY. 
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1. PRESS HAS REPORTED PAR REQUEST TO UNSYG FOR USE OF 
UNHCR AIRLIFT TO REPATRIATE PAK POW'S FROM INDIA, MOVEMENT 
OF WHOM HAS BEEN SUSPENDED COMPLETELY FOR PAST TEN DAYS 
BY INDIAN RAILWAY STRIKE. FOREIGN MINISTRY DIRGEN FOR 
SOUTH ASIA, ABDUL SATTAR, CONFIRMED TO POL COUNSELOR 
DECEMBER 28 THAT MINSTATE AZIZ AHMED HAD SENT REQUEST TO 
UNSYG "IN SUPPORT OF THE REQUEST INDIA IS SAID TO HAVE 
MADE" FOR EMPLOYMENT OF THE UNHCR-CHARTERED AIRCRAFT IN 
THIS TASK. 

2. AS SATTAR EXPLAINED IT, GOP IS NOT THINKING PRIMARILY 
OF UTILIZING SURPLUS CAPACITY OF HALF-FULL AIRCRAFT ON 
BANGLADESH-PAKISTAN FLIGHTS TO STOP IN INDIA AND PICK UP 
POW S EN ROUTE BUT WAS SEEKING TO EMPLOY THE UNHCR AIRCRAFT 
ON WIDER SCALE. SATTAR CLAIMED THAT, IN ANY EVENT, 

THERE WAS LITTLE ACTUAL UNFILLED CAPACITY IN EAST-WEST 

LEG OF UNHCR FLIGHTS AT PRESENT BECAUSE MOVEMENT OF 

BENGALEES TO BANGLADESH, NOW MORE THAN SIXTY PERCENT 

COMPLETE, WAS TAPERING OFF AND TRANSFER OF NON-BENGALEES 

TO PAKISTAN WAS CONTINUING AT STEPPED-UP PACE. WHAT GOP 

HOPED WAS THAT UNHCR WOULD CONTINUE TO OPERATE CHARTER 

FLEET AFTER BENGALEE REPARTITION COMPLETED IN FEBRUARY, USING AIRCRAFT 

TO MOVE POW'S FROM INDIA AS WELL AS NON 

BENGALEES FROM BANGLADESH. GOP CALCULATED THAT UNHCR 

SHOULD HAVE FUNDS FOR THIS, SINCE UNHCR OBTAINED FUNDS 

FOR THE THREE-WAY EXCHANGE ON BASIS ORIGINAL ESTIMATE OF 

150,000 BENGALEES TO BE TRANSPORTED FROM PAKISTAN TO 

BANGLADESH, AN OVER-ESTIMATE OF TWENTY-ODD THOUSAND. 

THIS, GOP HOPES, SHOULD PERMIT REPATRIATION EQUIVALENT 
NUMBER POW'S FROM INDIA WITHIN SAME BUDGET. 

3. ACCORDING SATTAR, TOTAL OF 73,000 BENGALEES HAVE BEEN 
REPATRIATED TO BANGLADESH THROUGH DECEMBER 27 AND APPROXI- 
MATELY 31,000 NON-BENGALEES HAVE ARRIVED PAKISTAN FROM 
BANGLADESH. TOTAL NUMBER POW'S REPATRIATED FROM INDIA HAS 
REMAINED AT 37,400 SINCE MOVEMENT SUSPENDED DUE RAIL STRIKE. 

SATTAR EXPRESSED DEEP CONCERN OVER INCREASING LAG IN POW 
RETURN, POINTING OUT THAT BY DECEMBER 30 NUMBER REPATRIATED 
WILL HAVE FALLEN 8500 SHORT OF REPATRIATION SCHEDULE 
ANNOUNCED BY GOI LAST MONTH, AND THAT EVEN THIS SCHEDULE 
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FAILED MOVE POW'S FAST ENOUGH TO PROVIDE THE "SIMULTANEITY" 

AGREED TO IN DELHI AGREEMENT. HE SAID GOP UNDERSTOOD 
INCUMBENT ON INDIANS TO DO CONSIDERABLY BETTER JOB OF 
POW REPATRIATION ONCE THEY HAD SOLVED THEIR INTERNAL 
TRANSPORTATION DIFFICULTIES.BYROADE 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPATRIATION, REFUGEES, AIR TRANSPORTATION, POW RETURN, LABOR STRIKES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 29 DEC 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1 973ISLAMA1 1 1 86 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: ISLAMABAD 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1973121/aaaaaapr.tel 

Line Count: 112 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: ISLAMABAD 10870 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: golinofr 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 DEC 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <26-Dec-2001 by martinml>; APPROVED <23-Jan-2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EXCHANGE OF BENGALEES, NON-BENGALEES AND PAK POW'S 
TAGS: SREF, PFOR, PK, IN, BG 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




